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Chapter 1: Why Increase Media Literacy?
Discussion and Writing Questions

1. When choosing a movie/song/program/website, how do you decide what to consume?  What information influences your decision? Explain.

2. The textbook discusses automaticity and its role in our media literacy.  What are some things that put you into a state of automaticity?  Provide an example of tasks that you do in a state of automaticity.  What can we do to decrease our own automaticity?

3. How do the media make our choices for us when we are in a state of automaticity? Explain.

4. The book discusses how, as media consumers, we are in a constant negotiation with media outlets on what they want us to pay attention to versus what we need to know.  What are the social and cultural implications of media having so much sway in diverting our attention to the messages they want us to pay attention to?
5. What are the advantages and disadvantages of automaticity?  Explain.  
6. How as the increase of mediated information changed your life in the last ten years?  Is the impact positive or negative? Explain.
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